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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method and 
apparatus for measuring the thickness of a thin film, 
especially of an extremely thin film, accurately in which the 
thickness of a thin film in a contact hole having a high 
aspect ratio and the thickness of the uppermost film of a 
multiplayer film can also be measured. 
SOLUTION: An apparatus for measuring the thickness of a 
thin film comprises means for irradiating a thin film on a 
substrate with an electronic beam 2. an electrode 5 
arranged in contact with the substrate 4 in order to capture 
a through current flowing through the thin film to reach the 
substrate, means for detecting the through current through 
the electrode, and means for expressing the detected 
through current in terms of the thickness of the thin film 
based on a correlation data of the through current and the 
film thickness for a standard sample of same material as the 
thin film. 
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